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Platonic idea l had a metaphysical existence and exclusive
validity, was also in jeopardy,   Gomperz says: "Men
were not yet, filled with that distrust of speech which
inspires us and makes us perceive in words a frequently
quite inadequate expression of the actual facts.   Instead,
there prevailed the naive belief that the orbit of the mean-
ing and the orbit of application of the word on the whole
corresponding with it must in every respect coincide."
In presence of this absolute magical verbal significance,
which pre-supposes that in the word there is also given
the objective behaviour of things, the Sophist criticism is
thoroughly in place,    It convincingly proves the impotence
of language.   In so far  as  ideas are only nomina—a
supposition that has to be proved—the attack upon Plato
is justified.   But generic concepts cease to be merely
nomina when similarities or conformities of things are
designated   by them.   Then   the question at  issue  is,
whether or not these conformities are objective realities.
Such conformities actually exist, hence the generic concept
also   corresponds   with reality.   As   a container of the
reality of a thing) it is as good as the exact description of
a thing*   The generic concept is distinguished from the
latter only in the fact that it is the description or designa-
tion of the conformities of things,   The discrepancy, there-
fore, lies neither in the concept nor in the idea but in its
verbal expression, which obviously under no circumstances
renders either the thing adequately or the conformity of
things,   The nominalist attack upon the doctrine of ideas
is therefore, in principle, an encroachment without justifica-
tion.   Thus Plato's irritated parry was altogether justified
According   to   Antisthenes,  the   inherency-principle
i The unities which lie at the basis of the visible and changeable,
and which can bo ranched only by pure thinking, were ideas in Plato's
mnw, Hfl included under the term everything stable amidst changing
phenomena, e,g, the ideas of genus, species, and the laws and end* of
w*ht*«. rTranalatorl

